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Marxist Approach in International
Relations

Introduction

he Marxist approach in
International Relations is a critical
theory that views international
relations as a reflection of class
struggle and economic inequality.
This approach is based on the ideas
of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels,
who argued that capitalism creates
inequality and conflict.



Key Assumptions

1. Class Struggle: Marxists believe
that international relations are
shaped by class struggle between
the bourgeoisie (capitalist class)
and the proletariat (working class).
2. Economic Determinism: Marxists
argue that economic factors, such
as the pursuit of profit and
resources, drive international
relations.

3. Imperialism: Marxists believe that
imperialism is a key feature of
international relations, with powerful
states exploiting weaker states for
economic gain.

Key Concepts



1. False Consciousness: Marxists
argue that the ruling class uses
ideology to create false
consciousness among the working
class, obscuring their true interests.
2. Alienation: Marxists believe that
capitalism alienates workers from
their labor, creating a sense of
disconnection and powerlessness.
3. International Division of Labor:
Marxists argue that the international
division of labor creates inequality
and exploitation, with weaker states
forced to accept unfavorable trade
terms.

Key Proponents



1. Karl Marx: Marx's Das Kapital
(1867) is a foundational text of
Marxist thought.

2. Vladimir Lenin: Lenin's
Imperialism, the Highest Stage of
Capitalism (1916) is a key work on
Marxist theories of imperialism.

3. Antonio Gramsci: Gramsci's
Prison Notebooks (1929-1935) is a
influential work on Marxist theories
of ideology and hegemony.

Critiques and Limitations

1. Economic Determinism: Marxists
have been criticized for their
overemphasis on economic factors
and neglect of other factors that
influence international relations.



2. Failure to Account for
Nationalism: Marxists have been
criticized for their failure to account
for the role of nationalism in
shaping international relations.

Conclusion

The Marxist approach in
International Relations offers a
critical perspective on the nature of
international relations, highlighting
the role of class struggle, economic
inequality, and imperialism. While it
has its limitations, Marxist thought
continues to influence international
relations scholarship and inform
radical critiques of global capitalism.






